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PREFACE. 



It has been affirmed in works of considerable 
reputation that the subject of the following 
* Passion** was almost wholly unknown to our fore- 
fathers till the period of the Crusaders, when he is 
said to have interposed in behalf of the Christians 
during the expeditions of Richard I. 

This statement is^ however, untenable, as will 
be seen by referring to the notices of St. George, 
which belong to Anglo-Saxon history. The 
language of the present poem is of itself sufficient 
to convince us of his general recognition in 
England even before the Norman conquest. The 
MS. was perhaps executed somewhat later, but 
the author of it was none other than ^Ifric, 
archbishop of York, who presided over that see 
between the years 1023 and 1051. This fact has 
been ascertained by collating the Cambridge 
MS. with a volume of * Lives of Saints,' in the 
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Cotton library (Julius, E, vii), unquestionably the 
work of -ffilfric, as we learn from the preface. 
He also informs us that he had already translated 
two volumes of the same kind, to meet the wishes 
of the English people, while this third was chiefly 
undertaken for the gratification of the monks. 
The pages which relate to St. George agree 
almost literatim with the text of the following 
Passion. 

Nor 18 this the earliest vestige of St. George 
in Anglo-Saxon literature. We find him in a 
' Marty rology' surviving in Corpus Chrlsti College, 
Cambridge (No. cxcvi, p. 12), given, it would 
seem, by bishop Leofric to the Cathedral Church 
of Exeter, early in the eleventh century.* He 

* I transcribe this Passion at length: "On 
J?one J?reo and twentigo'San dseg J^ses monies 
(Eostor-month or April) byS sancte Georius tyd 
]?8es se'Selan martyres, ]?one Datianus se casere 
seofen gear myd unasecgendlicum wytum hyne 
]?reatode J?at he Cryste wi'Ssoce; and he naefre 
hyne ofer-swySan ne myhte. And J^a aefter J^am 
seofon gearum het he hyne beheafdian. pi he J?a 
waes gelaed to J^aere beheafdunge J?a com fyr of 
heofenum and forba&rnde ]?one hae'Senan casere 
and ealle J?a J?e myd hym aer tyntregdon }?one 
halgan wer. And sancte Georius hym to Dryhtne 
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has also a place in the Anglo- Saxon ' Ritual of 
the Church of Durham,' published by the Surtees 
Society, and assignable to the beginning of the 
ninth century.* A still older channel by which 

gebaed and J?us cwaeiS, 'Hselend Cryst, onfoh 
mynum gaste; and ic J?e bydde J?at swa hwylc 
man swa myn gemynd on eor'San do, }?onn afyrr 
fram J^aes mannes huse aelce untrumnysse, ne hym 
febnd ne sce'S'Se ne hunger ne man-cwealm ; and 
gif man mynne nama naeme'S on aenigre freced- 
nysse o'S'Se on sae o'S'Se on o'Srum syS saete, J?onne 
fylge se J?ynre myld-heortnysse\ Pa com staefen 
of heofenum and cwaeiS, ' Cum }?u geblotsode, and 
swa hwylc man swa on aenigre stowe and freced- 
nysse mynne naman J?urh J^e cyg'S, ic hyne gehyre.' 
And sySiSan J^yses halgan weres mihta waeron 
oft mycele gecySed. Pa maeg on-gytan se'Se rae'Sed 
sancte Ajrculfes boc, J?at se man waes stranglice 
gewytnod, se'Se geunarode sancte Georius anlyc- 
nysse, and se wses wyS hys feondum gescyld 
betweox mycelre frecednysse se'Se hym J?am an- 
lycnysse to J?yngunge gesohte." In p. 15, there 
is a commemoration of Alexandra, who is men- 
tioned in some legends of St. George as the queen 
of Datianus. 

* p. 52. — The prayer runs thus: God, ^v iSe 
vsig cadges Georg' "Srovres ^ines earnvngv 3 
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the Anglo-SflUEon Churcfa might have becxmie 
aoquunted with St. GecM'gey is the Grregorian 
Sacramentaiy, <Hioe rery genenJlT used in our 
island. It is true, qoestions haye been raised 
touching the genuineness of the * Preface,' where 
St. George is commemorated by name ; bat other 
evidence is not wanting to prove that he was 
aLready known to Gregory the Great, and there- 
fore to the Soman missionaries, who took part in 
the conversion of the Saxons. For among the 
letters of St Grregory, there is one in which he 
gives orders for the repsdr of a church dedicated 
In honour of St. George.* 

But all doubts as to his early introduction 
among our Anglo-Saxon forefathers are removed 
by the testimony of Adamnan, whose treatise 
'de Situ Terrae Sanctse' (ed. Ingolstadt, 1619) 
supplies the following curious information. It 
appears that Arculf, the early traveller, on his 
return to his bishopric in France, was carried by 
adverse winds to lona (a.d. 701). At his own 
dictation, a narrative was made of his interesting 
pilgrimage ; and among other particulars we are 

iSingvnge gigladias, gilef rvmlice, ^te "Sa iJe his 
vel-fremnis' ve givga'S, gefe giselenisne gefes ve 

* Lib. ix, Indict, iv, ep. Ixviii. 



PREFACE. V 

told (lib. iii, c. 4) : ** Aliam quoque de Georgia 
martyre certain relationem nobis S. Arculfus 
intimavit, quain expertis quibusdam satis idoneis 
narratoribus in Constantinopoli urbe indubitanter 
didicit." In proof of the sanctity of the martyr^ 
he subjoins a most singular story touching a man 
who vowed his horse to St. George, as he was 
proceeding on some perilous expedition. Having 
returned in safety, he wished to commute the 
offering by the payment of a sum of money.. 
Whereupon the saint showed his deep displeasure 
by causing the animal to become restive, when 
his rider had mounted for his departure; and 
after several ineffectual attempts, and the promise 
of some extra shillings, the vow was at length 
literally fulfilled by leaving the horse behind. The 
moral which this story inculcated on the Anglo- 
Saxons is then stated by Adamnan : ^^ Hinc 
manifeste colligitur, quodcumque Domino conse- 
cratur, sive homo erit sive animal (juxta id quod 
in Levitico scriptum est) nuUo modo posse redimi 
aut mutari." 

From the same source Bede most probably 
derived the information contained in his Mar- 
tyrology, for he was well acquainted both with 
the travels of Arculf * and the book of Adamnan^ 



♦ Hist. Eccly lib. v, c. 15-17. 
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which latter, indeed, he has epitomised. The 
notice at ix Kalend. Maii, is as follows : " Natale 
S. Georgii martyris, qui sub Datiaiio,rege Persarum 
potentissimo qui dominabatur super septuaginta 
reges, multis miraculis claruit, plurimosque con- 
vertit ad fidem Christi, simul et Alexandram 
lixorem ipsius Datiani usque ad martyrium 
confortavit. Ipse vero novissime decoUatus mar- 
tyrium explevit, quamvis gesta passionis ejus inter 
(tpocryphas connumerentur scripturas,''^ 

This last clause will throw light upon the 
language at the opening of the Anglo-Saxon 
Passion. It is there stated that heretical accounts 
of St. George were not uncommon in the Western 
Church ; and that the compiler of the present 
legend undertook it with the hope of preserving 
the faithful from all further imposition. In what the 
heresy of those legends consisted we are unable 
to ascertain precisely, for the first mention of 
them, which occurs in a catalogue of spurious 
writings drawn up at Bome in 495, does no more 
than enumerate one relating to St. George. It 
may however be conjectured, with considerable 
probability, that the ground of condemnation was 
an allusion respecting St. Athanasius, who appears 
to have been foisted into the narrative at a very 
early period. As in our own legend, he is made 
to play the part of a magician in aid of the tyrant 
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Datianus; and since his adversaries were in the 
habit of taxing him with sorcery, there is reason 
to suspect that the corruption of the legend is 
due to Arian malice. This at least has been the 
opmion of many writers who have investigated 
the story of St. George, including Baronius, 
Heylin, and the Bollandists. They also maintain, 
that the confusion of our saint with the Cappado- 
cian George, who lived nearly a century later, has 
resulted from similar interpolations.* However 
this may be, it is clear that the author of the 
legend from which our Anglo-Saxon text has 
been derived, reproduced several of the Arian 
elements, notwithstanding his zeal to vindicate 
the saint from all heretical misconstructions. This 
feature of the Passion will be found not the least 
curious. 

I may add, in conclusion, that the accompa- 
panying version claims no merit beyond that 

* The main channel by which this corruption was per- 
petuated, seems to be a manuscript written in Lombardic 
characters^ and referred to the seventh century. Baronius 
speaks of that legend of St. George as ^^ multis procul dubio 
repertam mendaciis", and the Bollandists as " non tantum 
fide sed etiam lectione indignissima." They affirm, how- 
ever, that the basis of the legend was historical, and that 
it was subsequently expurgated by collation with the purer 
accounts of the Eastern Church. 
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of a literal correctness, and that the few various 
readings are drawn from the Cotton MS. to which 
I have before alluded. 



0. H. 



St. Catharine's Hall, Cambridge^ 
June 29, 1850. 
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PASSION OF ST. GEORGE. 



GEDWOL-menn awriton 

gedwyld on heora bocum* 

be ]?am halgan were 

J7e is gehaten Gborius.* 

Nu wylle we eow secgan 

}?at 80*8 is be J^am* 

J7at heora gedwyld ne derief 

digellice senigum. 

Se halga Georius 

waes in hse'Senum dagum 

rice ealdormann- 

under j: |>am reiSam casere Datianus§* 

on l^sere scire Capadocia. 

]?a het Datianus 

]?a hsej^enan gegaderian* 

* A corruption of Georgius very common in Anglo-Saxon 
and Anglo-Norman MSS. Instances also occur in which 
GeorgivA has been confounded with Gregorius. t Berige. 

X Under -gam rel^am casere l^e wees Datianus geciged. 

§ The Greek Acts generally read Biodetianus, of which 
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Misbelievers have written 

Misbelief in their books. 

Touching the saint 

That Georius hight 

Now will we teach you 

What is true thereabout, 

That heresy harm not 

Any unwittingly. 

The holy Georius 

Was in heathenish days 

A rich ealdorman. 

Under the fierce Csesar Datianus, 

In the shire of Cappadocia. 

Then bade Datianus 

The heathen assemble 

DaiianxLS may be a corrupted form. Heylin has endeayoured 
to prove that the Datianus here mentioned was Qialerius 
Maximinus, a native of Dada, — Hist, of ^, Oeorge, p. 169, 
seqq. 

b2 
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to his deofol-gyldum 

his Drihtne ontednan* 

and mid manegum ]?eowracum 

fat man-cyn geegsode* 

]>SLt hi heora lac geofirodon 

]?am leasum godam mid him. 

]7a geseah se halga wer 

J^asra hse'Scnra gedwyld* 

hu hi ]>am deoflum onssegdon 

and heora Drihten forsawon. 

]?a aspende he his feoh 

unforht on selmyssum' 

hafenleasum mannum 

]?am Hselende to lofe* 

and wearS J^urh Crist gebyld 

and cwseiS to J'am casere* 

Omnes dii gentium [demonia*] 

Dominus autem coelos fecit. 

Ealle J'sera hej?enra godas 

syndon gramlice deoflu'f 

and lire Drihten so«lice 

geworhte heofonas. 

]?ine godas casere 

syndon gyldene and sylfrene* 

stae'ne and treowe't 

getreowleasra manna hand-geweorc* 

* SuppKed from Cotton MS. t deofla. 

t fltffinene and treowene. 
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At his devil-offering8§ 

His Lord to blaspheme ; 

And with many threatenings 

(So) frightened the people, 

That they offered their gifts 

To the false gods with him. 

Then witnessed the saint 

The heathens' delusion, 

How they were worshipping devils. 

And despising their Lord. 

Then spent he his wealth 

Cheerful in alms, 

On shelterless men, 

to the praise of the Saviour ; 

And, through Christ, waxed courageous, 

And quoth to the Caesar, 
" Omnes dii gentium doemonia 

Dominm autem coelo8/ecit\\ 
* All the gods of the heathen 
.Are furious demons; 

And our Lord, in sooth. 

Fashioned the heavens.' 

Thy gods, O Caesar, 

Are of gold and silver, 

Of stone and of tree, 

Of untrue men the hand-work ; 

§ J,e. idolatry. ll Ps. xcv, 5, ed. Vulg. 
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and ge him weardas setta'S 

"Se hi bewacia'S wi'S }?eofas' 

hwset 'Sa Datianus 

deoflice geyrsode* 

ODgen ]7one halgan wer 

and het hinc secgan* 

of hwilcere byrig he waere 

orSrSe hwset his nama waere. 

}?a andwyrde Georius 

]7am arleasan and cwse'S* 

Ic eom so'Slice Cristen 

and ic Criste J?eowie.* 

Georius ic eom gehaten 

and ic habbe ealdordom* 

on minum geardef* ^/^.^ 

"pe is gehaten Cagadocia* 

and me bet lica'S 

to forlaetenne nu* 

J^ysne hwilwendlican wurSmynt 

and J?£e8 wuldorfyllan Godes* 

cyne-dome gehyrsumian 

on haligre drohtnunge. 

}?a cwse'S Datianus 

J?u dwelast Georius* 

genealse c nu serest 

an(J geoffra J^ine Idc* 

fam unofcrswiJ?enduin ApoUlnc 

seSe so'Slice maBs:* 

beowige. t eaxde. 
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And ye station guards for them, 
Who may them watch against thieves." 

Whereupon Datianus 

Devilishly raged 

Against the holy man. 

And bade him declare 

Of which borough he was, 

Or what was his name ? 

Then answered, Georius 

The sinner, and quoth, 
" I am, truly, a christian, 

And to Christ am in thrall. 

My name is Georius, 

And I rank as an ealdorman 

In my own province. 

That is hight Cappadocia ; 

And me it better liketh 

To forfeit at once 

This temporal honour. 

And the glorious God's 

Empire to foHow 

In pureness of living.'^ 

Then quoth Datianus, 
" Thou art astray, O Georius, 

Therefore come first 

And offer thy gift 

To unconquered Apollo, 

Who doubtless is able 



8 PASSION OF ST. GEOBGE. 

J^inre nytennysse gemiltsian 

and to his man-nedene gebigan. 

Georius ysL befran 

}H>ne fedndlican Casere* 

hwd^Ser* is to lufigenne 

oype hwam lac to offiigenne* 

)mm haelende Criste 

ealra womlda'f' alusend*^ 

o)?)^ ApoIIine 

ealra deofla ealdre. 

hwset )^ Datianns 

mid deoflicum graman- 

Let >one halgan wer 

on hengene aliebban'§ 

and mid isenum clawum 

clifrian his Kma* 

and on-tendan blasanjl 

8Bt bam his sidanlf* 

and het hine ]7a si^ijan 

of j78Bre ceastre alsedan* 

and mid swinglum J^reagan 

and mid sealtan* gnidan* 

ac se halga wer 

wunode ungederod. 

]7a het se Casere 

hine on ewearternf don* 

* hwsD-ger. t woruldra. t alyeend. 

§ aheobban (which is probably the true reading). 
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Thy folly to pardon, 
And to his allegiance to bend." 
Georius then asked 
The fiend-like Caesar, 
" Whether one should love. 
Or to which offer gifts. 
To the merciful Christ, 
Everlasting Kedeemer, 
Or else to Apollo, 
Of all devils the chief ?'^ 
Whereupon Datianus, 
With devilish fury. 
Gave order the saint 
In prison to hold, 
And with iron claws 
To harrow his limbs, 
And set torches on fire 
At both sides of him : 
And bade him thence forth 
From the city to lead, 
And with scourges chastise. 
And rub (him) with salt. 
Notwithstanding the saint 
Uninjured abode. 
Then ordered the Caesar 
Him in prison to lay, 

blysan. IF sidum. 

* sealte. f cwearteme. 
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and het geaxian ofer eall 
sumne seltewne dr^. / 
]7a geaxode )?at 
Athanasius se dry'* 
and com to ]?ani Casere 
and hine caflice befr^n* 
hwf h^te iSu rtie feccan 
J7U8 foerlice to J?e* 
Datiailus andwurde 
Athanasius ]7ud* 
miht )?u adwssscan 
faera Cristenra dry-cr^ft- 
}?a andwyrde se dry' 
Datiane ]7us' 
hat cuman to me 
]?one cristenan man* 
and ic beo scyldig' " 
gif ic his scin-crseff 
ne mseg mid ealle adwsescan 
mid minum dry-crsefte. 
)?a fsegnode Datianus 
J?at he funde swylcne dry * 
and het of cwearterne laedan 
J?one Godes cempan* 
and cwasS to )?am halgan 
mid hetelicum mode* 
for iSe Geori 
ic begeat J?Isne dry 
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And inquire above all 

For some eminent mage. 

Then news thereof heard 

AthanasiuSj the mage^ 

And he came to the Csesar, 

And inquired of him quick, 
" Why badest thou fetch me 

Thus suddenly to thee ?" 

Datianus answered 

Athanasius thus : 
'^ Canst thou extinguish 

The Christians' magic ?'' 

Then answered the mage 

To Datian thus : 
^^ Bid come unto me 

The Christian man^ • 

And I am a sinner 

If I his illusion 

Do not quite extinguish 

By means of my magic.'* 

Datianus was fain 

That he found such a mage, 

And bade lead from prison 

The champion of God ; 

And quoth to the saint 

In vehement mood^ 
" For thy sake, Georius, 

I have got me this mage : 
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ofer-swi'S his dry-craft 

cSiSe he 'Se ofer-swySe* 

oJ?}?e he J76 fordo 

oiS-Se J7u fordo hine. 

Georius "pSL beheold 

J?one h8e]?enaii dry'" 

and cwse'S }?at he gesawe 

Cristes gife on him. 

Athanasius "Sa 

heardlice* genam' 

senne micelne boUan 

mid bealuwe afuUed'f 

and deoflani^ betsehte 

J?one drene ealne* 

and sealde him drincan 

ac hit him ne derode. 

fa cwseiS eft se dry • 

gyt ic do an J?ing- 

and gif him ]7at ne dera'S 

ic huge to Criste. 

He genam "Sa ane cuppan 

mid cwealm-b^rum dr^nce- 

and clypode swySe 

to ]?am sweartum deoflum* 

and to ]7am fyrmestum deoflum 

and to J?am full strangum- 

and on heora naman begdl 

f one gramlican drenc. 

* ardlice. t afylled. J deotium. 
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O'ercome thou his magic, 
Or let him o'ercome thee : 
Either he do for thee, 
Or thou do for him." 
Then Georius beheld 
The heathenish mage^ 
And quoth that he saw 
Christ^s favour on him. 
Athanasius then 
Hastily took 
A bowl of great size 
With torment full-filled, 
And to devils devoted 
The whole of the drink. 
And gave him to drink ; 
But it injured him not. 
Then added the mage, 
" I do one thing more, 
And if that do not harm him 
I bow unto Christ." 
He then took a cup 
Of death-bearing drink. 
And earnestly called 
On the swarthy devils. 
And the foremost of devils. 
And devils full strong ; 
And in their name enchanted 
The horrible drink. 
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sealde J^a drincan 
)?am Drihtnes halgan* 
ac him naht ne derode 
86 deoflica wae'ta; 
]?a geseah se dry' 
)?at he him derian ne mihte* 
and feoll to his fotum 
fuluhtes* biddende* 
and se halga Georius 
hine sona gefullode. 
hwset "Sa Datiianus 
deoflice wear's gram* 
and hei genfman ]7one d^y'* 
)?e "Saer gelyfde on God* 
and Isedan of Jwre byrig 
and beheafdian sona. 
Eft on J^am o)7rum daege 
het se arleasa Casere* 
gebindan Georium 
on anum bradum hweowle* 
and twa scearpe swurd 
^ ---8ett.m him to-geanes- 
and ^a up ateon 
and under-baec sceofan. 
J?a gebaed Georius 
hine bealdlice to Gode* 
Deus in adjutorium meum intende 
Domine ad adjuvandum me festina. " 

* fulluhtes. 
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Gave (it) then to drink 

To the saint of the Lord; 

But no wise it harmed him. 

The devilish wet. 

Then the mage ascertained 

That he could not him harm. 

And fell at his feet. 

Imploring baptism ; 

And the holy Georius 

Baptized him forthwith. 

Whereupon Datianus 

Waxed devilishly fierce, 

And bade take the mage, 

Who there trusted in God, 

And lead (him) out of the borough. 

And behead (him) forthwith. 

On the following day 

Bade the impious Csesar 

To fasten Georius 

Upon a broad wheel. 

And a pair of sharp swords 

Against him to fix. 

And so up to draw. 

And backwards to shove. 

Then Georius prayed 

Him boldly to God, 

Deu8 in adjutorium meum intende 

Domme ad adjuvandum me/estinaA 

f Common ejaculations in the Offices of the western 
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J?at is, God beseoh "Su* 

on minum fultume* 

Drihten efst )?u** 

me to fultumigenne. 

and he wearS gebroht 

mid )?isum gebede on )7am hw^owle. 

]?a tyrndon ^sl haB|7enan 

h^telice J?at hw^owol* 

ac hit sona to-bserst 

and beah to eorSan ; 

and se halga wer 

wunode ungederod. 

Datianus ]7a 

dreorig WeafS on mode* 

and 8wor ]7urbr "Sa sunnan 

and )?urh ealle his godas* 

)?at he mid mislicum witum 

hine wolde fordon. 

]7a cwse'S se eadiga 

Georius him to* 

)?ine ]7eowracan 

synd hwilwendlice* 

ac ic ne forhtige 

for 'Sinum gebeote. 

«u hsefest minne lichaman 

on 'Sinum anwealde* 

church : see, for example, Rituale JScclesice DundmensiS; 
p. 169, ed. Surtees Society. 
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That 18, " Look thou, O God, 
Upon my support, 
Haste thee, O Lord, 
To succour and save." 
And he was brought 
With this prayer to the wheel. 
Then turned the heathen 
Hotly the wheel. 
But it soon burst asunder, 
And bowed to the earth ; 
And the holy man 
Continued unhurt 
Thereupon Datianus 
Waxed dreary in mood, 
And swore by the sun, 
And by the whole of his gods. 
That with divers torments 
He would do him to death. 
Then quoth the blessed 
Georius to him. 
Thy comminations 
Are but for a time. 
But naught do I quail 
Because of thy threats. 
Thou boldest my body 
Within thy dominion. 



bu nu. t ha gebroht. 

C 



u 
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ac ^u naefst swa )?eah 
mine sawle ac God. 
]?a het se Casere 
his cwelleras feccan* 
aenne aerenne hwer 
and hine ealne afiiUan^- 
mid weallendum leade 
and lecgan Georium* 
innan J?one hwer 
]?a 'Sa he hatostt waes. 
^SL ahof se halga 
to heofonum his eagan* 
his Drihten biddende 
and bealdlice cwa'Sende* 
ic gange in to "Be 
on mines Godes naman' 
and ic hopige on Drihten 
J?at he me ungederodne* 
of J?isum weallendum hwere 
wylle ahreddan* 
)?am is lof and wuldor 
geond ealle worold. 
and he bletsode )?at lead 
and laeg him on-uppan' 
and )?at lead wear's acolod 
^urh CristesJ mihte* 
and Georius sset 
gesund on )?am hwere* 



* afyllan. t hattost. * J?urh Godes. 



(C 
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But my spirit nathless 
Hast thou not, but God.'* 
Then bade the Caesar 
His quellers to fetch 
A brazen ewer, 
And fill it all up 
With boiling lead, 
And lay Georius 
Inside the ewer. 
Where it was hottest. 
Then lifted the saint 
To heaven his eyes, 
Beseeching his Lord, 
And boldly declaring, 
I go unto thee, 
In the name of my God, 
And I hope in the Lord 
That He me unharmed 
From this boiling ewer 
Will be pleased to deliver. 
Whose is praise and glory, 
World without end/' 
And he hallowed the lead. 
And lay thereupon, 
And the lead waxed cold, 
Through the power of Christ ; 
And Georius sat 
Unhurt in the ewer. 

c2 
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J?a cw8e« se Casere 

to J?am Cristes J?egene' 

nast 'Su la Georius 

|?at ure godas swincaiS toWS J?e* ^*^ 

and gyt h( sund ge)?yldige 

|7at hi 'Se miltsian* 

nu lare ic 'Se 

swa swa leofne sunu* 

)?at iSu J?8era lare cristenra* 

forlsete mid ealle* 

and to minuni raede 

hra'Se gebuge. 

swa )?at "Su offrige 

J?am arwurSan Apolline. 

and ]fu miht micelne 

wurSmunt swa begytan.t 

]7a se halga martir 

mid )7am halgan Gaste afulled* 

smercode mid mu^e 

and to l^am mdnfuUan cwse'S* 

ys gedafena'S to oflPrienne 

J7am undeadlicum Gode. 

aefter Jjysum bebead 

se ablenda Datianus* 

]7at man his deadan godas 

deorwyrSlice fraetewode* 

and ]7at deofles tempi 

* cristenra lare. 
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Then quoth the Cassar 

To the liege-man of Christ, 
" Oh ! know'st not, Georius, 

That our gods toil with thee, 

And yet are they patient 

That they may thee pardon. 

Then counsel I thee. 

As a son of my love, 

That the Christian lore 

Thou abandon entire, 

And to my advice 

Readily bow, 

So that thou worship 

The reverend Apollo, 

And thou many honours 

So may obtain." 

Then the holy martyr, 

With the Holy Spirit fuU-fiUed, 

Smirked with his mouth, 

And to the impious one quoth, 
" Us becomes it to worship 

The undying God." 

After this ordered 

The blind Datianus, 

That they his dead gods 

Should richly adorn, 

And the devil's temple 

and "bu micelne wurgnmnt 
miht swa begitan. 
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mid deorwurSum seolfre* 

and het J^yder laedan 

J^one geleafiiillan martir* 

wende }7at he wolde 

wurSian his godas* 

and his lac geoffrian 

]?am lifleasum stanum. 

hwaet J?a Georius 

to eorSan abeah. 

]7us biddende his Drihten 

gebigdum cneowum* 

gehyr nu God selmihtig 

]?ines J?eowan bene* 

and ]7as earman anlicnyssa 

mid ealle fordo. 

swa swa weax formylt 

for hatan fyre* 

]7at men ^e oncnawan 

and on J?e gelufon* 

]>B.t ]7u eart ana God 

aelmihtig scyppend. 

aefter J^ysum gebede 

baerst ut of heofenum* 

QwVSe faerlic fur 

and forbsernde J?at tempi" 

and ealle |7a godas 

grundlunga suncon* 

in to J^sere eor'San 
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With costliest silver, 
And bade thither lead 
The beUeving martyr. 
[HeJ weened that he would 
Worship his gods, 
And offer his gift 
To the lifeless stones. 
Whereat Georius 
Bowed him to earth, 
Thus beseeching his Lord 
On his bended knees : 

Hear now, God Almighty, 

Thy servant's petition. 

And these helpless images 

Wholly destroy, 

Like as wax melts away 

Before the hot fire. 

That men Thee acknowledge 

And on Thee believe. 

That Thou art one God, 

Almighty Creator." 

After this prayer 

Burst out from heaven 

Instantaneous fire. 

And burnt up the temple ; 

And all the gods 

Utterly sunk 

Into the earth, 
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and ne aeteowden naefre syl^J^an. 

eac Bwilce ]?a sacerdas 

Buncon forS mid* 

and Bume }?a hae]?enan 

^ "Saer gehende stodon* 

and Georius axode 

]K)ne arleasan Casere* 

on hwilcum godum tihtst "Su 

lis to gelyfenne* 

ha magon hi ahreddan 

"Se fram fraecednyssum* 

)^onn hi ne mihton 

hi sylfe ahreddan. 

hwaet 'Sa Datianus 

gedihte J;y8ne cwyde* 

and het 'Sus acwellan 

>one Godes cempan. 

nima'S ]?ysne scyldigan 

)?e mid scin-craefte to-wende' 

ure arwurSan godas 

mid ealle to duste* 

and draga'S hine neowelne 

his neb to eorSan' 

geond ealle ]?as streat 

and stsenene wegas* 

and of-slea^ hine 

mid swurdes ecge. 

J?a tugun )7a hsej^enan 
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And have not appeared ever since : 

So also the priests 

Were wholly engulphed. 

And some of the heathen 

Who stood near the place. 

And Georius asked 

The impious Caesar, 
" On what gods allur'st thou 

Us to believe ? 

How can they save 

Thee from disasters. 

When they are powerless 

To deliver themselves?" 

Whereupon Datianus 

Drew up this command, 

And bade thus to kill 

The champion of God, 
" Lead off this sinner. 

Whose illusion upturned 

Our adorable gods 

Entirely to dust : 

And drag him prostrate. 

His face to the ground. 

Over all these streets 

And stony ways, 

And destroy him quick 

With the edge of the sword." 

Then drew the heathen 
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)H)ne halgan wer 

8wa Datianos het 

oi$)«t hi comoQ' 

to ^re cwealm-stowe 

and 86 martir bsed 

}?at he hine gebidden rooste* 

to ]?am selmihtigan Gode 

and his gast betsecan* 

he }^ancode }?a Gode 

eahre his godnyssa* 

}?at he hine gescylde 

wi'S ]K)ne swicolan deofol* 

and him sige forgeaf 

]?urh so'Sne geleafan* 

he gebsed eac swylce 

for eall Godes* folc* 

and }?at God forgeafe 

J?aere eorSan renas* 

for)?an )?e se hsej^a 

)?a hynde 'Sa eorSan* 

aefter )?ysam gebede 

he bletsode hine sylfne* 

and baed his slagan 

]7at he hine sloge* 

mid ]?am 'Se he acweald waes 

"Sa comon )?yder sona* 

his agene land-leodat 

* cristen. 
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The holy man, 
As Datianus bade. 
Until they came 
To the place of death ; 
And the martyr begged 
That he might him pray 
To the Almighty God, 
And his spirit commend. 
Then thanked he God 
For His goodness all, 
That He shielded him 
From the treacherous devil, 
And him victory granted 
Through a sound belief. 
H e prayed likewise 
For all God's folk, 
And that God would grant 
To the country rains 
Inasmuch as the drought 
Was then wasting the land. 
After this prayer 
He hallowed himself. 
And ordered his slayer 
That he would him slay. 
Whereupon he was killed. 
Then came thither soon 
His own country-people, 

f land-leode. 
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gdyfede* on God 
and gelaehton his lie 
and Iseddon to "Sere byrig* 
}^ he on-J^rowode 
and hilie "Sser bebyrigdon* 
mi« micelre arwyrSnysse 
)>am sehnihtigan to lofe. 
)?a asende Drihten 
sona ren-seuras* 
and ^ eorSan gewae'terode 
"Se ae'r wses forbumen* 
swa swa Georius bsed 
serSan }?e he abuge to siege* 
liwset )?a Datianus 
wear? fserlice of-slagen* 
mid heofonlice"!' fyre 
and his geferan samod' 
)>a "Sa he hamwerd waBS 
mid his heah-iSegnumJ 
ac he becom to helle 
serSan ye to huse' 
and se halga Gedrius 
siiSode to Criste* 
raid ];am a wiina'S 
on wuldre. Amen. 

* geleofede. t heofonlicum. J l?egenum. 
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Believers in God, 

And took up his corpse. 

And conveyed to the borough, 

Where he was martyred. 

And buried him there 

With manifold worship. 

To the praise of the Almighty. 

Then sent out the Lord 

Rain-showers forthwith. 

And watered the ground 

That ere had been parched ; 

Like as Georius prayed 

Ere that he bent him to death. 

Whereupon Datianus 

Was suddenly slain 

By heaven-sent fire. 

And his colleagues likewise. 

While on his way home 

With his notable thanes ; 

But he entered hell 

Ere (he reached) his house. 

And the holy Georius 

Journeyed to Christ, 

With whom he aye dwelleth 

In glory. Amen. 



tEE^e ^ttcu ^ocUtu* 



FOB THE 



[publication of ancient ballads, poetry, 
and popular literature. 



ESTABLISHED 1840. 



Council, 1850-51. 
The Rt. Hon. LORD BRAYBROOKE, F.S.A., PresidexNT. 



T. AMTOT, ESQ., F.R.S., F.S.A. 
W. H. BLACK, ESQ. 
W. DUBBANT COOPER, £Sa.,F.S. A. 
r.CBOFTON CROKER, ESQ. F.S. A., 

J. HBNBT DIXON, ESQ. 
FBEDBBICK W. FAIRHOLT, ESQ., 
F.S.A. 

r. D. HAOGAUD, ESQ., F.S.A* 



J. O. HALLIWELL, ESQ., F.R.S., 

F.S.A., SEC. 
SIR E. BULWER LYTTON, BART. 
JAMES PRIOR, ESQ., F.S.A. 
WILLIAM SANDYS, ESQ., F.S.A. 
C. ROACH SMITH, ESQ., F.S.A. 
RICHARD JOHN SMITH, ESQ. 
THE REV. J. R. WREFORD, F.S.A. 
T. WRIGHT, ESQ., M.A., F.S.A., 

TREAS. 



Subscription £l per Annum. 



A new work is issued on the first day of every alternate 
Month, and will be delivered to the order of each Member, at 
Mr. Bichards's Printing Office, 100, St. Martin's Lane, where 
also Subscriptions are received. 

Subscriptions become due in advance on the 1st of May in 
each year, and no books are considered due until the subscrip- 
tion has been paid. 

The Society is limited to Five Hundred Members. 

Persons wishing to become Members are requested to send 
their names to the Secretary, Care of Mr. Richards, 100, St. 
Martin's Lane, London, where all communications on the affairs 
of the Society should be addressed. 



New Memberi may have the Works already printed, on payment of the 

SiUncription for those years. No complete Sets remain of the 

Publications of the First Year. 



REPORT OF THE COUNCIL 



TO THE 



TEOTH AISTNUAL MEETINa OF THE MEMBERS, 

May Ise, 1850. 



The Council of the Percy Society, in submitting the 
present Annual Keport to the Members, feel satis- 
faction in congratulating them on the continued pros- 
perity of the Society ; for^ although the limited funds 
at their disposal have not permitted them to carry out 
the objects for which the Society was founded as 
efficiently as they might desire, it is something that 
amidst the general depression under which nearly all 
the publication societies have suffered, the Percy 
Society possesses its number of members undi- 
minished, while its works continue to retain their 
value in the market. 

The Council have much pleasure in informing the 
Members that the third and concluding volume of 
Mr. Wright's valuable edition of Chaucer will be 



ready for delivery in the course of the present month, 
and will be considered as the issue for May Ist. 

The Council have had under their consideration a 
proposal for printing the complete works of some of 
the best early English poets and dramatists whose 
writings have not yet appeared in a collective form, 
or been but imperfectly edited. They hope to pre- 
sent the members, before long, with the works of 
William Browne, author of the Britannia's Pastoralsy 
including a third book of that celebrated work, from 
a manuscript that has not been seen by any of his 
editors. 

The publications during the past year have been, 

1. A Poem on the times of Edward II. From a manuscript 
preserved in the Library of St. Peter's College, Cambridge. 
Edited by the Rev. C. Hardwick. 

2. Fugitive Tracts and Chap Books. Edited by J. 0. 

Halliwell, Esq., F.R.S. 

3. The Man in the Moone. From the Unique Copy, printed 
in 1609, preserved in the Bodleian Library. Edited by 
the same. 

4. The Poems of William de Shoreham, vicar of Chart-Sutton, 
in Kent, in the Beign of Edward II. Edited by Thomas 
Wright, Esq., M.A., F.S.A., etc. 

5. The Triall of Treasure. Reprinted from the black letter 
edition, by Thomas Purfoote, 1567. Edited by J. 0; 
Halliwell, Esq., F.KS. 

6. The use of Dice Play. A Manifest Detection of the most 
vyle and detestable use of Dice Play. Edited by the 
same. 



The foUowing works are preparing for publication, 
or have been suggested to the Council for that 
purpose. 

1. The Works of William Browne, including a third book of 
the Britannia's Pastorals, from a manuscript hitherto 
inedited. 

2. A Selection from the Boxburghe Ballads now in the British 

Museum. Edited by J. H. Dixon, Esq. 

3. The Semi-Saxon Poem on St. George, from a manuscript 

at Cambridge. Edited, with a translation, by the Bey. 
0. Hardwick, of St. Catharine's Hall. 

4. A Collection of Poems on the Assassination of the Duke 

of Buckingham. Edited by P. W. Pairholt, Esq., P.S.A. 

5. The Minor Poems of Drayton. To be edited by Bolton 

Comey, Esq. 

6. The early poem of '' John the Qardener," a metrical treatise 
on Domestic Gardening, in the Fourteenth and Fifteenth 
Centuries. 

7. A Collection of Old Ballads, relating to the Processions 

of the Irish Trades. 

8. A new edition of Lord Cork's "True Remembrances," 

with Notes by T. Crofton Croker, Esq. 

9. The Poems of Hoccleve. To be edited by W. H. Black, 
Esq. 

10. An Edition of Heywood's " Dialogue, contayning in effect 
the number of al the Proverbes in the English Tongue 
compact in a matter concerning two marriages." 

11. A Collection of Ballads, in old French and English, re- 

lating to Cocaygne. To be edited by T. Wright, Esq. 

12. A Collection of Jacobite Ballads and Fragments, many of 
them hitherto unpublished. To be edited by William 
Jordan, Esq., M.B.S.L. 

13. A Collection of Charms, illustrative of English super- 
stitions in former days. From early manuscripts. 



14. " Rede me and be nott wrothe." A Satire on Oardinal 

Wolsey, by William Roy. 

15. History of the Office of Poet Laureate in England, with 
Notices of the existance of similar offices in Italy and 
(Germany. By James J. Scott, Esq. 

16. EUstorical Ballads, in the Scottish Dialect, relating to 
events in the years 1570, 1571, and 1572 ; from the 
copies preserved in the Library of the Society of Anti- 
quaries, London. To be edited by David Laing, Esq., 
F.S.A. Sc. 

17. A Continuation of the Collection of Ballads, by J. Payne 
CoUifior, Esq., F.S.A. 

The Council may be allowed to repeat the invi- 
tation made in its former Beports to Members of the 
Society and others, to suggest new works for consi- 
deration. The Society is obliged to all gentlemen 
who may contribute rare tracts or ballads from pri- 
vate collections ; as well as to the different Editors, 
by whose zeal and gratuitous labours they may be 
ushered into the world. 

T. CROFTON CROKER, Cfhairman. 
J. O. HALHWELL, Secretary. 
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The third volume of Chaucer, 
which belongs to the issue for 
May 1st, will be deUvered to the 
Members as soon as it is ready, 
the delay having unavoidably arisen 
from the time occupied in the col- 
lation of important manuscripts. 
It will be completed very shortly, — 
and it is hoped the Members will 
not regret a postponement which 
tends to increase the value of the 
work. 



July 1st, 1850. 



This book should be returned to 
the Library on or before the last date 
stamped below. 

A fine is incurred by retaining it 
beyond the specified time. 
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